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Program Description
The University of Hawai‘i Department of Kinesiology 
and Rehabilitation Science offers a distance program 
leading to a Master of Education in Counseling and 
Guidance, with a specialization in Rehabilitation 
Counselor Education. It is the only such program in 
the Pacific Basin and the nation accredited by the 
Council on Rehabilitation Education (CORE) that 
serves predominantly Asians and Pacific Islanders. 
Graduates are eligible to take the Certified Rehabili-
tation Counselor examination.

Mission & Objectives
The mission of the University of Hawai`i Rehabilitation 
Counselor Education program is to provide graduate 
level training that is designed to provide students with 
the essential knowledge, skills and attitudes neces-
sary to assist individuals with disabilities to achieve an 
increased sense of empowerment, responsibility and 
maximum independence.

Consistent with its mission, the objectives of the pro-
gram are to:

1) incorporate new knowledge that addresses the 
needs of individuals with disabilities and the com-
munity, as well as promote professional and personal 
growth, and (2) enhance students’ ability to implement 
culturally responsive and ethically sound rehabilitation 
counseling practices.

Employment Opportunities
Graduates from the program work in a variety of pub-
lic, non-profit and private employment settings that 
include, but are not limited to state and federal voca-
tional rehabilitation agencies, private psychiatric and 
physical rehabilitation hospitals, mental health and 
substance abuse programs, independent living and 
residential facilities, and hospital-based physical reha-
bilitation units. 

Course of Study
The Rehabilitation Counselor Education Program con-
sists of 48 semester hours of an integrated series of 
general counseling theory and foundation rehabilitation 
courses, and clinical experiences in the community. 
The Program offers additional curriculum requirements 
for students who plan to seek employment in states 
requiring 60 semester hours for licensure. 
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Required Courses
KRS 605 	 Human Growth and Development
KRS 606 	 Counseling: Theory and Practice
KRS 607 	 Planning and Design of Counseling Research
KRS 627 	 Career Development and Vocational Counseling 
KRS 629 	 Counseling: Group Theory and Practice 
KRS 637 	 Cross-Cultural Counseling 
KRS 680 	 Principles and Practices of Rehabilitation 
KRS 681 	 Medical & Psychosocial Aspects of Disability 
KRS 683 	 Case Management
KRS 684* 	 Psychopathology in Counseling
KRS 685 	 Ethical Issues for Helping Professions
EDGC 686 	 Vocational Evaluation & Assessment in Rehabilitation
KRS 687* 	 Assistive Technology in Rehabilitation Counseling
KRS 688 	 Theory and Techniques of Job Placement 
KRS 703 	 Practicum (1-3)
KRS 733 	 Internship I (3-6)
KRS 734 	 Internship II (3-6)
KRS 781 	 Seminar in Rehabilitation Counseling (2-3)

*Recommended Elective
All classes are 3 credits unless otherwise indicated. 
Students complete the specialty with either a Plan A 
(Thesis), a Plan B (Non-Thesis) option, or Plan C (Com-
prehensive Exam). Upon completion of the program, 
students will be awarded a Master of Education in 
Guidance and Counseling with a specialization in Re-
habilitation Counselor Education.

Program Highlights
Distance Learning
Innovative distance education Master’s degree pro-
gram uses an online course management system and 
web-based conferencing.

The University of Hawai‘i at Ma-noa is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution and is 
committed to a policy of nondiscrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, religion, color, national origin, 
ancestry, disability, marital status, arrest and court record, sexual orientation, and veteran status. This 
policy covers admission and access to, and participation, treatment and employment in the University’s 
programs, activities, and services.

Contact Information:
Brenda Y. Cartwright, EdD, CRC, NCC, MHC, LPC
Associate Professor
Coordinator, Rehabilitation Counselor Education Program
1337 Lower Campus Rd, PE/A 217
Honolulu, HI 96822
Phone: (808) 956-4386
Fax: (808) 956-7976
Email: bcartwri@hawaii.edu
Department website: www.coe.hawaii.edu/krs/masters/rehab

Application Requirements
Applications will be considered for both the spring 
and fall semesters. Admissions are based on previ-
ous preparation and background, intellectual and 
affective potential for graduate study, and personal 
qualifications that contribute to success as a reha-
bilitation counselor. Applications presume satisfactory 
completion of a bachelor’s degree with an acceptable 
undergraduate grade-point average. Applicants must 
submit a completed graduate admissions application, 
the application fee and one official transcript from each 
post-secondary institution attended to the Graduate 
Division.  

Departmental requirements are in addition to those 
of the Graduate Division and should show evidence 
that an applicant’s personal qualifications, motivation, 
and academic preparation indicate competencies and 
potential success in rehabilitation counseling. Three 
letters of recommendation relating to the candidate’s 
personal qualifications and/or professional back
ground, resume and a statement of objectives are to 
be submitted directly to the Department of Kinesiology 
and Rehabilitation Science. An interview and writing 
sample are also required.  

Scholarships
Scholarships may be available to qualified, successful 
applicants through the U.S. Department of Education, 
Rehabilitation Services Administration and the College 
of Education.

Student to Teacher Ratio
A ten (10) to one (1) student to teacher ratio exists in 
our program. Students attend small classes and have 
frequent interaction with faculty.

Multicultural Emphasis
One of the program’s main goals is to increase stu-
dents’ levels of multicultural awareness, knowledge 
and skills, especially as applied to rehabilitation coun-
seling practice.

Afternoon and Evening Classes
The Program offers all classes in the late afternoon or 
evening in order to accommodate part-time and work-
ing students.


